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TRACKS  CAME  UP— POWER  LOAD  STAYED 


hundreds  ever-growing  story  of  trolley-coach  success. 

Today,  650  trolley  coaches  are  operating  in 
30  cities.  In  every  case,  patronage  increased 
from  15  to  40  per  cent,  and  operating  costs 
were  greatly  reduced.  These  coaches  use  nearly 
70,000,000  kw-hr  a  year  that  would  otherwise 
be  lost.  Looking  ahead,  we  see  22,000  street 
cars,  using  more  than  2,000,000,000  kw-hr  a 
year,  that  are  more  than  20  years  old,  and 
that  must  soon  be  replaced. 

We  ask  you  to  join  us  by  putting  your  shoulder 
to  this  revenue-retaining  work.  Remember, 
that  by  placing  more  of  your  orders  for 
central-station  equipment  with  us,  you  enable 
us  to  do  a  continually  more  effective  job  for 
you  on  countless  load-building  activities. 

96-269 


With  aggressive  sales  effort,  continuous  adver¬ 
tising,  regular  news  sheets  full  of  actual 
operating  results,  portable  talking  movies, 
and  demonstration  coaches  to  help  operators 
win  public  approval,  we  hammered  home  the 
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Industry  Attacks 
Hand-Picked  Test 

Utilities  regard  appeal  by  North  Ameri¬ 
can  and  American  Water  Works  as  last 
diance  to  wrest  from  government 
lawyers  their  “monopoly  on  litigation" 

Arguments  advanced  by  the  North 
American  Company  and  American  Water 
Works  in  their  efforts  to  set  aside  the 
stay  the  government  secured  to  block 
their  tests  of  the  holding  company  act 
were  a  final  effort  to  wrest  from  federal 
lawyers  their  “monopoly  of  litigation” 
involving  constitutionality,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  industry.  After  Attorney-General 
Homer  S.  Cummings  presented  the  gov¬ 
ernment’s  suit  for  confining  the  test  to 
the  “hand-picked”  Electric  Bond  & 
I  Share  case  the  plea  of  the  two  utilities 
was  taken  under  advisement  by  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia  Circuit  Court. 

The  Attorney-General,  making  another 
of  his  recently  frequent  personal  appear¬ 
ances,  declared  that  the  Bond  &  Share 
suit  involves  every  constitutional  point 
raised  in  the  more  than  50  cases  filed  by 
holding  companies  seeking  to  set  aside 
the  Public  Utility  Act  of  1935. 

Drastically  different,  however,  were 
the  views  of  John  C.  Higgins,  summariz¬ 
ing  for  North  American  and  American 
Water  Works:  “In  these  days  when  Con¬ 
gress  is  passing  revolutionary  laws 
wholesale,  under  the  injunction  to  dis¬ 
regard  all  doubts  as  to  their  constitu¬ 
tionality,  no  matter  how  reasonable,  it 
would  set  an  extremely  dangerous  and 
vicious  precedent  to  give  one  side  in 
such  controversies  the  right  to  hand-pick 
one  case  and  court  of  its  own  choosing 
and  hold  all  other  parties  and  cases  and 
i  courts  helpless.” 

j  Should  the  government  succeed  in  its 
^  effort  to  confine  the  decision  to  a  single 
j  case  of  its  own  choosing.  Mr.  Higgins 
argued  that,  two  years  or  so  hence,  at 


the  end  of  the  litigation  in  the  Bond  & 
Share  case,  the  constitutionality  of  the 
holding  company  law  as  applied  to  his 
clients  would  remain  unclarified.  By  the 
government’s  own  contention,  he  added, 
the  controlling  conditions  and  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  Bond  &  Share  case  are  not 
applicable  to  the  situation  of  the  appel¬ 
lants.  He  sharply  attacked  what  he  called 
the  scheme  “to  hold  the  entire  utility 


Senator  Burton  K.  Wheeler,  Montana 
Democrat  and  co-sponsor  with  Represen¬ 
tative  Sam  Rayhurn  of  the  “death  sen¬ 
tence”  legislation,  has  a  new  idea  for 
harassing  the  public  utilities.  His  latest 
move  was  to  ask  the  Securities  and  Ex¬ 
change  Commission  to  supply  the  Senate 
interstate  commerce  committee  with  a 


Utility  Holding  Companies 


Txtw 

High 

Feb.  6 

Aug.  26 

.\ssoc.  Gas . 

!♦ 

it 

Cities  Service . 

::::  r 

2it 

Com.  &  Southern . 

U 

Cons.  Gas . 

i«i 

30| 

El.  Bond  AS . 

5* 

I3it 

Niagara  Hudson.. .... 

3i* 

7}t 

Pub.  Ser.  N.  J . 

24i 

41} 

Standard  Gas . 

31 

Stone  A  Webster . 

4 

7} 

United  Corp . 

21 

5 

Un  Gas.  Impr . 

lol 

15} 

Industrials 

and  Rails 

.Allied  Chemical . 

....  133} 

I63f 

American  Can . 

112} 

139} 

Anaconda . 

10 

20} 

Chrysler . 

36} 

611 

Deere  A  Co .  ... 

26} 

39} 

Gen’l  Motors . 

30 

43} 

N.  Y.  Central . 

151 

24} 

Penn.  R.R . 

20 

27} 

U.  S.  Steel . 

34} 

46} 

♦Low  for  week  ended  February  9. 
tHigh  for  week  ended  August  31. 


industry  helpless  against  the  injuries  in¬ 
flicted  upon  it  hy  the  act,”  adding:  “That 
is  a  shrewd  game,  but  it  is  so  obviously 
unfair  that  I  don’t  believe  they  can  prop¬ 
erly  invoke  the  aid  of  a  court  of  equity 
in  carrying  it  out  by  granting  this  stay.” 

He  met  the  argument  of  a  multiplicity 
of  suits  by  recalling  the  industry’s  offers 
to  confine  the  test  to  any  suitable  group 
of  companies  as  a  unit. 


list  of  holding  company  stocks  bought 
and  sold  by  power  company  executives 
during  the  period  from  February  6  to 
August  26,  1935. 

The  gentleman  from  Montana  reasons 
(for  publication)  that  it  was  during  this 
period  that  holding  companies  painted 
such  a  sad  picture  of  what  was  going  to 
happen  to  their  stockholders  if  Congress 
approved  the  “death  sentence”;  on  the 
other  hand,  he  asserts,  there  was  a  sharp 
rise  in  utility  stock  prices.  This,  says 
the  Senator,  “led  me  to  wonder  if  per¬ 
haps  some  of  these  holding  company  ex¬ 
ecutives  were  not  buying  up  this  stock 
at  the  same  time  they  were  advising  the 
public  that  the  Holding  Company  Act 
would  make  it  worthless.” 

The  indications  are  that  Senator 
Wheeler  will  at  least  be  able  to  dig  up 
some  statistics  which  can  be  made  to 
sound  derogatory  to  the  industry,  even 
though  anything  but  the  most  super¬ 
ficial  examination  would  reveal  the  real 
reasons  for  the  rise  during  that  period. 
One  thing  which  should  he  home  in  mind 
is  that  the  early  part  of  1935  marked 


Wheeler  Launehes  Inquiry 
Into  Rise  of  Utility  Stocks 

Co-sponsor  of  “death  sentence”  says  he  wonders  if  holding  company 
executives  bought  these  shares  while  warning  the  puhlie  of  disaster 
which  would  follow  passage  of  the  law 
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Its  momentum ;  while 
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same  sort  was  going  I  1. 

il  and  railroad  shares.  P.W.A.’s  effort  to  rush  Buzzard  Roost 
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case  up  to  Supreme  Court  fails  — 
for  Senator  Wheeler  Ickes  accuses  utility  company  of  “stall- 
f  the  industry  to  point  ing”  and  of  ‘^weakening  at  knees” 
ic  utilities  enjoyed  a 

te  rise  in  this  period  The  Duke  Power  Company  has  won 
ctions  of  the  market,  the  right  to  take  pretty  much  its  own 
lid  fail  to  consider  the  time  in  preparing  its  appeal  to  the 
r  stocks  were  within  a  United  States  Supreme  Court  in  the  im¬ 
pression  lows  on  Feb-  portant  P.W.A.  grant  test  case  involving 
■suit  of  Washington’s  the  Buzzard  Roost  power  project.  The 
,  while  the  industrial  ruling  came  from  the  fourth  circuit 
s  had  scored  substan-  United  States  Court  of  Appeals  in  Rich¬ 
ie  the  dark  days  of  mond  and  followed  action  by  P.W.A. 
lie.  Commonwealth  &  counsel  designed  to  get  the  case  disposed 
bove  list  is  at  the  de-  of  in  the  high  court  before  the  summer 
Consolidated  Gas  and  recess. 

;  only  a  quarter  of  a  The  legal  sparring  grows  out  of  the 
IV ;  Standard  Gas  is  at  Circuit  Court’s  decision  validating  the 
rd,  and  Stone  &  Web-  P.W.A.  loan  and  grant  of  $2,852,000  to 
orporation  show  gains  Greenwood  CouiUy,  S.  C.,  for  the  Buz- 
their  lowest  levels.  On  zard  Roost  development  (Electrical 
lied  Chemical  at  133%  World,  February  29,  page  59).  Duke’s 
s  26  points  above  its  lawyers  immediately  announced  that  they 
n  at  112%  was  up  32  would  take  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
at  36%  was  up  10  Court.  The  decision  was  handed  down  on 
otors  at  30  was  up  7,  February  22  and  there  was  a  period  of 
was  up  15%.  30  days  during  which  to  appeal.  At  the 

expiration  of  that  period  the  power  com¬ 
pany  asked  a  further  stay  of  mandate 
for  40  days  on  the  plea  that  an  appeal 
was  in  the  process  of  preparation. 

The  P.W.A.  lawyers  agreed  at  that 
time  that  if  Duke  would  ap|>eal  by  April 
1  they  would  forego  their  right  to  con¬ 
test  the  granting  of  a  writ  of  certiorari, 
thus  clearing  the  way  for  immediate 
argument.  When  this  date  passed  with¬ 
out  an  appeal,  the  P.W.A.  asked  the 


More  than  150  of  T.V.A.’s  elec¬ 
trical  workers  had  a  big  job  as 
cyclonic  storm  devastated  Tupelo, 
Miss.,  pictured  above.  The  author¬ 
ity’s  damage  was  $30,000  with  20 
miles  of  line  destroyed. 


court  to  vacate  the  stay  of  mandate— 
the  idea  being  to  force  Duke  to  appeal. 

than  60  loans  to  political 


With  more 
subdivisions  for  power  purposes  tied  up 
in  the  courts,  the  Public  Works  Admin¬ 
istration  was  frankly  overjoyed  when  it 
won  the  Circuit  Court  verdict  in  the 
Buzzard  Roost  case.  The  feeling  is  that 
if  the  Supreme  Court  upholds  this  deci¬ 
sion  the  agency  will  have  good  precedent 
upon  which  to  seek  to  dissolve  the  many 
other  injunctions  in  more  or  less  similar 
cases.  Hence  the  haste,  also  the  charges 
of  Harold  L.  Ickes,  P.W.A.  administra¬ 
tor,  that  Duke  Power  is  “stalling”  and 
“weakening  at  the  knees”  in  its  desire 
to  carry  the  test  up  to  the  high  court. 
There  has  been  a  general  tendency 
toward  consolidation  in  the  District  of 


Two  Mergers  Approved 

Applications  for  consolidation  of  the 
Idaho  Transmission  Company  with  the 
Montana  Power  Company  and  of  the 
Nevada  Power  Company  with  the  Idaho 
Power  Company  have  been  approved  by 
the  Federal  Power  Commission. 


SALES  DRIVE  MARKS  ANNIVERSARY 


Edison  Memorial  Quota 
for  New  York  $1,000,000 

Quotas  for  the  Thomas  Alva  Edison 
“living  memorial”  (Electrical  Worlp- 
February  15,  page  42)  fund  campaign 
were  announced  this  week  by  Owen  D 
Young,  chairman  of  the  national  commit¬ 
tee.  The  New  York  City  metropolitan 
area  is  expected  to  contribute  $1,000,000. 
up-state  New  X^rk  $250,000,  New  Jer¬ 
sey  $400,000,  aM  Connecticut  $1.')0.000. 
Figures  for  other  sections  of  the  countn 
will  be  announced  later. 

Frank  W.  Smith  is  chairman  of  the 
regional  committee,  with  Gerard  Swope 
and  Thomas  N,  McCarter  serving  s- 
vice-chairmen. 


Instead  of  celebrating  its  50th  anniversary  by  public  exercises,  executive 
gatherings  and  broadcast  stories  of  achit'venients,  Boston  Edison  is  observ¬ 
ing  the  golden  jubilee  by  offering  customers  price  concessions  on  certain 
appliances  on  each  of  six  “open  house”  Saturdays.  The  rc-sult  is  indicated 
by  the  crowd  attracted  to  one  of  the  company’s  retail  stores  on  a  recent 
Saturday.  This  store  had  600  visitors  and  did  a  $1,600  business  that  day. 
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Major  Berry  and  the  T.V.A. 

Major  George  L.  Berry,  the  New 
Deal’s  big  industrial  co-operation  man 
and  sole  NBA  survivor,  should  be 
Iwnie  in  mind  as  a  live  political  factor. 
He  heads  a  newly  formed  rural  co-opera- 
live,  the  East  Tennessee  Membership 
Corporation,  which  will  seek  T.V.A. 
power.  Moreover,  he  will  be  a  top¬ 
flight  Democratic  contender  for  the 
Tennessee  gubernatorial  nomination. 


f'^'en  the  Beneficiaries  Complain 

^hen  the  National  Grange  appeared 
I’olore  a  Senate  subcommittee  to  spon¬ 
sor  the  Norris  M.V.A.  bill  it  took  cer¬ 
tain  exceptions.  Its  leading  reservation, 
'flat  it  opi)osed  M.V.A.  development  of 
oiore  proiluctive  farm  land,  strikes  at 
one  of  the  most  ludicrous  inconsistencies 
of  the  New  Deal — payment  of  big  bene¬ 
fits  for  “plowing  under”  cotton,  wheat, 


From  a  cable  car  suspended  high  above  the  canyon  floor  this  picture  was 
taken  of  the  Boulder  Dam  power  house.  It  is  the  first  view  to  show  the 
rapid  progress,  the  first  clearly  to  portray  the  giant  size  of  the  plant. 


Agreement  Likely 
on  R.E.A.  Bill 

Reasonably  prompt  agreement  is  ex¬ 
pected  by  the  conference  committee  of 
the  two  houses  of  Congress  on  the  Norris 
ten-year  rural  electrification  bill.  Prin¬ 
cipal  difference  in  the  bills  passed  by 
the  Senate  March  5  and  by  the  House 
April  9  is  in  the  authority  granted  the 
Administrator  to  make  loans  to  private 
corporations.  This  was  included  in  the 
House  bill,  but  not  in  the  Senate’s, 
which  restricted  such  loans  to  “co-opera¬ 
tive,  non-profit  or  limited-dividend  cor¬ 
porations”  as  well  as  to  states,  munici¬ 
palities  and  agencies  thereof. 


The  Federal  Tax  Tangle 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the 
United  States  is  not  so  very  much  sur¬ 
prised  that  Congress  finds  itself  whip- 
sawed  by  the  new  corporation  tax  plan. 
“Congress  is  asked  to  overhaul  com¬ 
pletely,  in  a  short  space  of  time,  an  es¬ 
tablished  corporate  tax  system  which 
has  been  developed  over  a  long  period 
of  years,”  says  the  Chamber’s  “Washing¬ 
ton  Review.”  “In  addition,  it  is  given 
the  arduous  assignment  of  increasing 
the  tax  load  by  at  least  three-quarters  of 
a  billion  dollars.” 

The  chamber  summarizes  objections 
so  far  offered:  “The  proposed  tax  on 
undistributed  corporate  earnings  would 
have  a  retarding  effect  on  recovery  and 
re-employment;  it  would  work  a  severe 
hardship  on  corporations  with  little  or 
no  accumulated  surplus ;  it  would  penal¬ 
ize  prudent  and  thrifty  management;  it 
would  misuse  the  taxing  power  to  en¬ 
force  economic  changes.” 


Only  other  important  difference  is  in 
the  amounts  provided  for  R.E.A.  use: 
The  Senate  specified  $50,000,000  annu¬ 
ally  for  two  years  by  loans  from  R.F.C., 
with  $40,000,000  annually  for  the  next 
eight  years  by  direct  appropriation;  the 
House  adopted  the  same  amounts  and 
sources,  but  for  one-  and  nine-year 
periods,  respectively. 

• 

New  York  Plant  Opposed 

Another  voice  has  been  added  to  the 
opposition  to  a  New  York  City  “yard¬ 
stick”  plant — the  Brooklyn  Civic  Coun¬ 
cil  has  come  out  against  the  pending 
enabling  legislation. 


hogs,  etc.,  while  ambitiously  encourag¬ 
ing  agricultural  production  by  such 
projects  as  T.V.A.,  the  Fort  Peck  irri¬ 
gation  development  and  the  Nebraska 
reservoirs  and  irrigation  canals. 

Want»i  Constitution  Amended 

Another  one  of  those  omnibus  things 
to  pave  the  way  for  sweeping  federal 
domination  of  industry  is  on  the  fire. 
Senator  Elmer  Benson,  Minnesota 
Farmer-Laborite,  proposes  a  constitu- 
tutional  amendment  to  give  Congress 
control  over  natural  resources,  bank¬ 
ing,  transportation,  public  utilities  and 
labor  problems. 


Court  Defines 
Probers’  Powers 

Judge  Wheat  distinguishes  between 
^'fishing  expeditions’^  and  seeking  in¬ 
formation  —  Denies  freedom  of  press  is 
involved  in  Hearst's  suit 

Senator  Hugo  L.  Black  and  his  lobby 
probers  won  an  important  point  in  their 
fight  to  keep  the  committee  from  being 
tied  up  by  injunctions  when  the  Hearst 
“freedom  of  the  press”  suit  was  denied 
last  week.  With  this  victory  under  its 
belt  the  committee  may  be  less  annoyed 
at  the  opposition  the  House  is  manifest¬ 
ing  toward  Senator  Black’s  request  for 
$10,000  to  fight  court  actions — pending 
or  impending — growing  out  of  the  “fish¬ 
ing  expedition.” 

The  Hearst  verdict  was  handed  down 
by  Chief  Justice  Alfred  A.  Wheat  in  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia  Supreme  Court.  Some 
of  its  most  interesting  points  are  the 
following: 

“This  case  is  not  like  the  case  I  had 
two  or  three  weeks  ago,  Strawn  against 
the  Western  Union.  That  was  a  suit  by 
individuals  .  .  .  and  involved  a  sub¬ 
poena  which  demanded  the  production 
of  all  telegrams  sent  to  or  from  any  of 
these  plaintiffs  .  .  .  over  a  period  of  ten 
months.  ...  It  was  obviously  a  mere 
fishing  expedition.  .  .  .  Nothing  was 
said  in  the  subpoena  as  to  what  the  tele¬ 
grams  related  to.  .  .  . 

“That  is  not  this  case  here  at  all.  I 
cannot  see  how  the  question  of  freedom 
of  the  press  is  involved  in  any  way.  You 


BOULDER  POWER  HOUSE  NEAR  COMPLETION 


The  Current  Drift 
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cannot  say  that  the  proprietor  of  a  news¬ 
paper  is  not  amenable  to  ordinary  judi¬ 
cial  process,  or  that  his  communications 
with  his  subordinates  are  sacred.  .  .  . 
Freedom  of  the  press,  as  the  term  orig¬ 
inated,  meant  the  right  to  criticise  the 
government.  .  .  . 

“I  will  have  to  hold  that  the  court  has 
no  jurisdiction  over  that  Senate  commit¬ 
tee.  ...  It  is  better  to  leave  us  without 
a  remedy  than  it  is  for  a  court  to  assume 
jurisdiction  to  try  to  coerce  or  control 
a  committee  of  the  Senate.  If  the  com¬ 
mittee  has  been  proceeding  in  a  way 
which  some  people  might  regard  as  un¬ 
lawful.  it  is  better  to  let  them  continue 
to  do  it  and  let  it  be  corrected  in  some 
other  way  than  it  is  for  me  to  proceed 
in  the  way  that  seems  to  me  to  be  un¬ 
lawful.” 

• 

Wisconsin  Election 
a  Utility  Sweep 

As  Maine  goes,  so  goes  the  nation.  Such 
is  the  old  political  axiom,  when  it  comes 
to  public  ownership  of  utilities,  how 
about  liberal  Wisconsin? 

Milwaukee  and  Sheboygan  swamped 
public  ownership  referendums  (Elec¬ 
trical  World,  April  II,  page  60),  but 
as  late  results  come  to  hand,  it  becomes 
apparent  that  the  feeling  was  statewide. 
There  was  a  public  ownership  project 
up  in  the  Tomahawk  power  district 
which  lost  693  to  190;  Cameron  beat  a 
similar  proposal  by  202  to  I2I;  Elkhart 
Lake  went  171  to  77  against  acquisition 
of  Wisconsin  Gas  &  Electric  Company 
facilities,  and  Eau  Claire  defeated  La- 
moine  M.  Dowling,  who  campaigned  on 
a  public  ownership  platform  against 
Mayor  Stussy. 

A  minor  exception  to  Wisconsin’s 
swing  against  public  ownership  was 
Madison’s  ballot  in  favor  of  acquisition 
of  the  privately  owned  bus  system. 


New  England  Bars 
Federal  Flood  Plan 

Flood  control  with  a  minimum  of  fed¬ 
eral  aid,  river  improvement  without  a 
T.V.A.  to  threaten  local  industries  and 
their  hundreds  of  millions  of  invested 
capital.  While  this  program  may  not 
fit  in  with  the  ideas  of  Congressmen  bit¬ 
ten  by  the  public-ownership  bug,  a  com¬ 
prehensive  campaign  of  co-operation 
among  the  states  is  the  course  urged 
late  last  week  by  Dudley  Harmon,  execu¬ 
tive  vice-president  of  the  New  England 
Council,  in  a  speech  at  Hartford. 

Mr.  Harmon  pointed  out  New 
England’s  two  objectives:  (1)  Protec¬ 
tion  “of  our  industries,  many  hundreds 
of  which  are  absolutely  dependent  upon 


our  streams,”  and  (2)  consideration  of 
“our  power  companies,  some  of  which 
have  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  in¬ 
vested  along  our  streams.”  He  cited  the 
rich  experience  of  the  utilities’  per¬ 
sonnel  with  both  flood  and  drought,  de¬ 
claring  their  data  should  be  heavily 
drawn  upon  in  deciding  the  course  of 
action. 

Although  declaring  his  confidence  “in 
the  ability  and  integrity  of  the  United 
States  Army  Engineering  Corps,”  which, 
he  said,  should  make  the  surveys,  Mr. 
Harmon  insisted  that  the  maximum 
authority  be  reserved  to  the  New 
England  states. 
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Midwest  Power  Sngrineering:  Conference 
— Chicago,  111.,  April  20-24.  G.  E. 
Pflsterer,  secretary,  308  West  Wash¬ 
ington  Street,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Association  of  Iron  and  Steel  Electrical 
Engineers  —  Spring  engineering  con¬ 
ference,  Youngstown,  Ohio,  April  22- 
23.  Brent  Wiley,  managing  director. 
Empire  Building,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Electrochemical  Society — Spring  meet¬ 
ing,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  April  22-25. 
Colin  G.  Fink,  secretary,  Columbia 
University,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Missouri  Association  of  Public  Utilities 
— Annual  meeting,  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
April  29-May  1.  Jesse  Blythe,  as¬ 
sistant  secretary.  Merchants  Bank 
Building,  101  West  High  Street,  Jef¬ 
ferson  City,  Mo. 

Southeastern  Electric  Exchange  —  An¬ 
nual  conference.  Fort  Sumter  Hotel, 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  April  30-May  1. 
J.  W.  Talley,  executive  secretary,  308 
Haas-Howell  Building,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Marylanil  Utilities  Association — Annual 
meeting.  Lord  Baltimore  Hotel,  Bal¬ 
timore,  Md.,  May  1.  W.  J.  l.ank,  sec¬ 
retary,  Pepco  Building,  Tenth  and  E 
Streets,  Northwest,  Washington,  D.  C. 

National  Electrical  Wholesalers  Asso¬ 
ciation  —  Annual  convention.  The 
Homestead,  Hot  Springs,  Va.,  May 
4-9.  E.  Donald  Tolies,  managing  di¬ 
rector,  165  Broadway,  New  York. 

American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engl* 
neers — North  Eastern  District  Meet¬ 
ing,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  May  6-8 ; 
summer  convention,  Huntington  Ho¬ 
tel,  Pasadena,  Calif.,  June  22-26. 
H.  H.  Henline,  national  secretary,  33 
West  39th  Street,  New  York. 

Northwest  Electric  Light  and  Power 
Association — Annual  general  meeting, 
engineering  and  operation  section, 
Davenport  Hotel,  Spokane,  Wash., 
May  7-9.  Berkeley  Snow,  executive 
secretary,  Spalding  Bldg.,  Portland, 
Ore. 

Refrigerating  Machinery  Association — 
Spring  meeting.  Hot  Springs,  Va., 
May  14-16.  D.  Norris  Benedict,  presi¬ 
dent,  915  Southern  Building,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C. 

Air  Conditioning  Manufacturers*  Asso¬ 
ciation — .Annual  meeting.  Hot  Springs, 
Va.,  May  16.  P.  A.  McKittrlck,  presi¬ 
dent,  915  Southern  Building,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C. 

National  Electrical  Manufacturers  Asso¬ 
ciation-Spring  meeting.  The  Home¬ 
stead,  Hot  Springs,  Va.,  May  17-21. 
W.  J.  Donald,  managing  director,  155 
East  44th  Street,  New  York. 

National  Battery  Manufacturers  Asso¬ 
ciation— Spring  convention,  Statler 
Hotel,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  May  20-21. 
W.  .T.  Parker,  7  East  44th  Street,  New 
York,  N.  Y. 

Edison  Electric  Institute — Annual  con¬ 
vention.  Municipal  Auditorium,  St. 
T.ouis,  Mo..  June  1-4.  Bernard  F. 
Weadock,  managing  director.  420  Lex¬ 
ington  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Third  World  Power  ronference — Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  September  7-12.  Joel 
Wolfsohn.  executive  secretary.  In¬ 
terior  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 


^^Quoddy’s”  Fate 
Left  to  Congress 

Roosevelt  declines  to  appropriate  any 
money  from  work  relief  funds,  declar¬ 
ing  any  further  allocation  must  be 
voted  by  Congress  —  Cost  up  again 

The  responsibility  for  the  Passania- 
quoddy  tide-harnessing  project  and  of 
the  2,600  men  now  employed  on  the 
Eastport,  Me.,  development  was  left  en¬ 
tirely  to  Congress  when  President  Roose¬ 
velt  on  Wednesday  announced  that  he 
would  not  earmark  any  money  from  the 
work  relief  funds  for  Quoddy.  The  $9,- 
000,000  needed  for  the  next  fiscal  year 
was  knocked  out  of  the  War  Depart¬ 
ment  appropriation  in  Senate  committee 
with  the  explanation  that  the  appropria¬ 
tion  should  be  made  in  some  other  bill; 
then  Senator  Arthur  Vandenberg’s  at¬ 
tack  (Electrical  World,  March  14, 
page  60)  on  the  project  made  it  look 
like  the  quietest  way  out  would  be  to 
divert  work  relief  funds.  This  the 
President  now  refuses  to  do. 

On  top  of  that,  if  there  is  any  money 
appropriated  at  some  future  date  for 
the  moon-harnessing  job  it  will  have  to 
be  a  still  larger  fund.  Early  estimates 
put  the  cost  at  $30,000,000,  but  this 
soon  was  marked  up  to  $37,000,000. 
Now  it  seems  $3,000,000  will  have  to  be 
added. 

Previously  it  had  been  planned  to 
utilize  excess  power  to  pump  full  a 
reservoir  to  run  the  power  plant  when 
the  impounded  waters  of  the  Bay  of 
Fundy  provided  less  than  the  necessan 
5-ft.  head.  This  situation  would  exist  dur¬ 
ing  about  ten  of  each  24  hours.  Now 
Army  engineers  have  decided  that  there 
is  no  suitable  site  for  this  reservoir  and 
a  Diesel  or  steam  station  to  supplement 
the  tidal  power  plant  seems  to  be  neces¬ 
sary — to  the  tune  of  $3,000,000  more  to 
be  tucked  into  this  “yardstick”  project. 


Burns  and  Landis 
May  Quit  S.E.C. 

Utilities  reporting  to  the  Securities 
and  Exchange  Commission  (either  under 
the  Public  Utility  Act  or  in  connection 
with  stock  and  bond  issues)  may  see 
some  important  new  faces  in  the  near 
future.  The  story  is  that  Chairman 
James  M.  Landis,  who  succeeded  Joseph 
P.  Kennedy  last  September,  will  insist 
on  being  released  to  go  back  to  his  Har¬ 
vard  professorship  next  fall. 

Moreover,  Judge  John  J.  Biirn.s.  chief 
counsel  for  S.E.C.  and  the  man  in  charge 
of  utility  litigation  under  the  holding 
company  law,  is  said  to  be  determined 
to  return  to  private  practice,  but  he  may 
remain  until  after  the  elections  this  fall. 
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Millions  of  Kw.-Hr. 


Energy  Output  12.1  per  Cent  Above  1935 
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Rising  for  the  second  consecutive 
week,  in  the  face  of  a  normal  down¬ 
ward  trend  at  this  season,  production 
of  electrical  energy  in  central  stations 
during  the  week  ended  April  11  amounted 
to  1,933,610,000  kw.-hr.,  according  to  the 
Edison  Electric  Institute.  It  surpassed 
by  12.1  per  cent  the  output  a  year  ago, 
which  in  turn  had  by  a  small  margin 
set  an  all-time  record  for  the  second 
week  in  April.  It  brings  the  lead  over 
the  like  period  six  years  ago  up  to  12.8 
per  cent,  the  highest  figure  thus  far  at¬ 
tained  compared  with  the  best  pre-de¬ 


pression  year.  It  indicates  a  continuation 
of  the  advance  over  a  year  ago,  which 
has  since  August  ranged  generally  be¬ 
tween  10  and  13  per  cent,  with  an  occa¬ 
sional  swing  outside  of  those  limits. 

Per  Cent  Change  from  Previous  Year 


These  statements  refer  to  energy  pro¬ 
duction  and  should  not  lead  to  unwar¬ 
ranted  inferences  regarding  revenue 
gains,  since  the  expansion  has  been 
chiefly  in  industrial  consumption  and 
therefore  at  low  rates  per  kilowatt-hour. 
The  industrial  advance  thus  indicated  is. 


- -—Week  ended- 


Region 

Apr.  1 1 

Apr.  4 

Mar.  28 

New  England . 

-t-11.2 

4-  7.2 

4-  1.4 

Middle  Atlantic. . . 

+  9.8 

-i-13.0 

4-10.4 

Central  Industrial. 

-f  13.2 

4-13.6 

4-  6.7 

West  Central . 

4-  8  .1 

4-10.0 

4-11.2 

Southern  States. . . 

-fl2.7 

-1-12.0 

4-10.0 

Rocky  Mountain. . 

-f-18.2 

-t-16.9 

4-16.2 

Pacific  Coast . 

4-12.2 

4-13.6 

4-16.5 

United  States. . . 

4-12.  1 

4-12.7 

4-  9.0 

however,  significant. 


Weekly  Output,  Millions  of  Kw.-Hr. 


1936 

1935 

1934 

Apr. 

11... 

1,934 

.Apr. 

13... 

1,725 

.Apr. 

14... 

1,642 

.Apr. 

4. . 

1,916 

-Apr. 

6... 

1,700 

.Apr. 

7... 

1,617 

Mar. 

28.. 

1,867 

\lar. 

30... 

1,713 

Mar. 

31... 

1,666 

Mar. 

21.. 

1,862 

Mar. 

23... 

1,725 

Mar. 

24... 

1,658 

Mar. 

14.  . 

1,901 

Mar. 

16... 

1,728 

Mar. 

17... 

1,65* 

Mar. 

7.. 

1,893 

Mar. 

9... 

1,724 

Mar. 

10... 

1,647 

F.P.C.  Ignores 
Stale  Commission 

The  Federal  Power  Commission,  which 
repeatedly  has  emphasized  the  thesis 
that  its  job  is  to  supplement  and  expe¬ 
dite  the  work  of  state  regulatory  bodies, 
last  week  rode  roughshod  over  protests 
of  the  New  York  Public  Service  Com¬ 
mission  in  holding  hearings  on  an  Asso¬ 
ciated  Gas  consolidation.  The  matter 
Wore  the  F.P.C,  involved  merging  of 
^ew  York  Central  Electric,  Elmira 
l-ight.  Heat  &  Power,  Empire  Gas  & 
Electric  and  New  York  State  Electric 
&  Gas.  Milo  R,  Maltbie,  chairman  of 
New  York  commission,  in  a  letter  to 
Erank  K,  McNinch,  head  of  the  F.P.C., 
contended  that  all  action  should  be 
postponed  because  the  companies  had 


made  no  such  application  to  the  state 
authorities. 

Under  the  circumstances  the  New 
York  commission  declined  to  be  repre¬ 
sented  at  the  hearings  and  no  objections 
to  merger  were  voiced  (aside  from  the 
Maltbie  letter).  Company  officials 
pointed  out  anticipated  economies  and 
held  forth  the  prospect  of  rate  reduc¬ 
tions. 

• 

Lumber  Mill  Strike 
Darkens  Town  in  West 

Here’s  one  for  Ripley:  Lumber  mill 
workers  struck  and  the  lights  went  out 
in  lone.  Wash.  It  seems  the  Panhandle 
Lumber  Company  operates  the  light  and 
power  system  in  lone,  using  cordwood 
from  the  mill  for  fuel.  Thus  it  was  that, 
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before  the  strike  had  been  on  very  long, 
the  fuel  supply  was  exhausted. 

The  state  Department  of  Public 
Service  has  announced  that  power  must 
be  restored,  strike  or  no  strike. 

F.  D.  Roosevelt  Dam 

Representative  Joe  Starnes,  Alabama 
Democrat  from  Guntersville,  has  intro¬ 
duced  a  resolution  in  the  House  to 
change  the  name  of  the  Guntersville  (or 
Cole’s  Bend)  Dam  to  Franklin  D,  Roose¬ 
velt  Dam. 

• 

New  Line  in  Georgia 

Construction  will  start  soon  on  Geor¬ 
gia  Power  Company’s  new  line  to  Re- 
saca.  Sugar  Valley  and  Hill  City,  to 
serve  some  81  customers. 
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Light  and  Power  Stocks  Hold  Firm 
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PRICE  TREND  OF  37 
POWER  AND  LIGHT 
COMMON  STOCKS 


R.F.C.  Would  Cut 
Middle  West  Fees 

Opposition  to  fees  of  more  than 
$2,000,000  asked  in  connection  with  re¬ 
organization  of  Middle  West  Corpora¬ 
tion  has  been  made  specific  by  the 
Reconstruction  Finance  Corporation, 
largest  common-stock  holder.  Recom¬ 
mendations  include  elimination  of  many 
fees  and  sharp  reductions  in  others. 
The  following  fees,  which  the  R.F.C, 
says  should  be  eliminated,  will  give  some 
idea: 

Charles  A.  McCulloch,  receiver,  $142. 
450;  Daniel  C.  Green,  trustee,  left  his 
additional  compensation  to  the  court; 
Frank  J.  Loesch,  Thomas  D.  McKeown 
and  Frank  L.  Hume,  $15,000;  Thomas 
V.  Sullivan  and  Gannon,  McGinn  & 


Although  the  share  market  suffered  a  wide  decline,  electric  light  and  power 
stocks  eased  off  just  slightly.  ^'Electrical  World"  index.  .IT.!  ;  last  week,  37.4. 


Utilities  Plan 
Further  Refunding 

Recent  statements  filed  with  the  S.E.C. 
indicate  that  light  and  power  companies 
are  planning  additional  refunding  of 
outstanding  issues  in  the  near  future. 
The  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company  has 
filed  a  registration  statement  at  the  com¬ 
mission’s  office  in  San  Francisco  cover¬ 
ing  an  additional  $30,000,000  of  its  first 
and  refunding  mortgage  bonds,  series  H, 
3%  per  cent,  due  on  December  1,  1961. 
On  March  3  the  company  filed  for  a  $90,- 
000,000  issue  of  the  same  bonds,  which 
were  offered  to  the  public  on  March  24 
and  now  are  outstanding  (Electrical 
World,  March  28,  page  58b). 

Central  Illinois  Light  Company  has 
filed  a  statement  covering  111,464  shares 
of  5  per  cent  preferred  stock.  The  new 
preferred  stock  will  be  offered  on  April 
29  to  holders  of  the  company’s  6  per 
cent  and  7  per  cent  preferred  stocks. 
Any  balance  not  purchased  by  such  hold¬ 
ers  before  June  15  will  be  sold  to  under¬ 
writers  and  offered  for  sale  to  the  public 
around  June  22. 

Wisconsin  Gas  &  Electric  Company 
has  filed  an  amendment  with  S.E.C.  in 
connection  with  $10,500,000  of  3'/^  per 
cent  first  mortgage  bonds  to  l)e  offered 
to  the  public  shortly  (Electrical 
W'orld,  April  11,  page  66).  According 
to  the  amendment,  the  new  bonds  will  be 
redeemable  at  106  on  or  before  March 
31,  1938,  the  premium  thereafter  de¬ 
creasing  ^  of  1  per  cent  of  principal 
amount  on  April  1,  1938,  and  on  each 
April  1  annually  thereafter  to  and  in¬ 
cluding  April  1,  1961,  on  and  after 
which  date  redemption  may  be  effected 
at  the  principal  amount  and  accrued 
interest. 


Niagara  Falls  Power  Company  has 
asked  authority  of  the  New  York  Public 
Service  Commission  to  issue  $32,493,000 
of  general  mortgage  3V2  P^r  cent  bonds 
to  be  called  first  mortgage  bonds  upon 
the  discharge  of  existing  mortgage  inden¬ 
tures.  Proceeds  of  the  bonds,  which  are 
to  be  sold  at  par,  are  to  be  used  for  the 
refunding  of  obligations. 


Alabama  Power 
(Year  to  Feb.  29) 

1936 

1935 

Gross  eaminics .... 

$17,028,592 

$15,534,733 

Net  balance . 

Carolina  Powr.  &  Lt. 
(Year  ended  Jan.  31) 

723,046 

511,339 

Gross  earnings .... 

9,985,673 

9,668,849 

Net  balance . 

Conn.  Lt.  &  Pwr. 

(Year  to  Feb.  29) 

365,214 

177,755 

Gross  earnings .... 

17,835,357 

16,883,307 

Net  balance . 

3,653,425 

3,713,097 

Con,  Gas.  El.  Lt.  &  Pwr. 
of  Baltimore 


(Year  ended  Feb.  29) 


Gross  earnings.  .  . . 

31,606.503 

29.205.957* 

Net  balance . 

Consumers  Power 
(Year  to  Feb.  29) 

5,300,739 

4,771,775* 

Gross  earnings .... 

30,988,433 

29,009,795 

Net  balance . 

Georgia  Power 
(Year  to  Feb.  29) 

3,941,102 

3,041,841 

Gross  earnings . . . . 

24.056,222 

22,278,032 

Net  balance . 

Kansas  City  Pwr.  &  Lt. 
(Year  ended  Feb.  29) 

1,628,080 

1,082,601 

Gross  earnings .  . . . 

15  904,143 

14,894,369* 

Net  balance  t .... 
New  Orleans  Pub.  Serv. 
(Year  ended  Jan.  31) 

3,685,545 

3,347,038* 

Gross  earnings .... 

15,554,891 

15,170,485 

Net  balance . 

Ohio  Edison 

(Year  to  Feb.  29) 

I46,962t 

203,7574 

Gross  earnings. . . . 

16,096,902 

15,451,628 

Net  balance . 

Puget  Sound  Pwr.  A  Lt. 
(Year  ended  Feb.  29) 

1,601,104 

1,478,625 

Gross  earnings .... 

13,988,787 

13,336,020* 

Net  balance . 

Tenn.  Elec.  Pwr. 

(Year  to  Feb.  29) 

915,9264 

1,426,8254* 

Gross  earnings. . . . 

13,604,698 

12,493,524 

Net  balance . 

Texas  Pwr.  A  Lt. 

(Year  ended  Jan.  31) 

538,658 

353,723 

Gross  earnings .... 

9,111,376 

9,116,428 

Net  balance . 

Utah  Pwr.A  Lt. 

(Year  ended  Jan.  31) 

919,248 

972,957 

Gross  earnings. . . . 

10,452,322 

10,044,310 

Net  balance . 

1,045,8214 

1,210,4414 

Whitson,  $150,000;  Samuel  and  Leonard 
Ettelson,  $14,815;  Tarnopol,  Flamm  & 
Sideman,  $37,500;  Ryan,  Condon  & 
Livingston,  $5,197,  and  James  H.  Ben¬ 
jamin,  $71,797. 


Foreign  Power  Cuts  Loan 

A  further  reduction  of  $2,383,810  in 
American  &  Foreign  Power’s  bank  loans 
is  announced  by  C.  E.  Calder,  president. 
The  original  $50,000,000  borrowing  ha- 
been  cut  by  25  per  cent. 


Virginia  Elec.  &  Pwr 
(Year  ended  Feb.  29) 


Gross  earnings .... 
Net  balance . 

15,419,743 

1,753,593 

15,202,20)* 

1,558,593* 

Holding  Companies 
1936 

Amer.  Gas  A  Elec. 

A  sube 

(Year  to  Feb.  29) 

Gross  earnings. .. .  $71,617,165 

Net  balance .  8,549,290 

1935 

$68,458,624 

7,799,296 

Amer.  Lt.  A  Traction 

A  sube. 

(Year  to  Feb.  29) 

Gross  earnings .... 
Net  balance . 

38,481,835 

3,945,614 

35,906,590 

3,373,486 

Amer.  Pwr.  A  Lt. 

A  subs. 

(Y ear  ended  Feb.  29) 
Gross  earnings. . . . 
Net  balance . 

84,102,135 

8,166,425 

77,479,59) 

4,619,114 

Amer.  Wtr.  Wks.  A  Elec. 
A  subs. 

(Year  ended  Feb.  29) 
Gross  earnings .... 
Net  balance . 

48,308,856 

2,530,786 

46,4  7  5,251 
1,700,645 

Commonwealth  A 
Southern  A  subs. 
(Year  ended  Feb.  29) 
Gross  earnings. . . . 
Net  balance . 

124,020,313 

759,500 

1  16.243,457 

1, 236,074} 

Continental  Gas  A  Elec. 
A  subs. 

(Year  to  Feb.  29) 

Gross  earnings. . . . 
Net  balance . 

34,132,571 

2,188,995 

31  888,0191 
974,01)1 

Engineers  Pub.  Serv. 

A  subs. 

(Year  to  Feb.  29) 

Gross  earnings .... 
Net  balance . 

46,132,646 

471,5864 

44.617,259 
1.35  2,095} 

♦Year  ended  Feb.  28.  tAvailable  for  all  <!•  ’ 
denda.  tDeficit.  3Year  to  Feb.  28.  _ 

Gross  earnings — (Opserating  Compani^) 
operating  revenue.  (Holdirig  (Jompanies)  Grow 
ating  revenue  plxis  other  income.  Net  bslan^ 
Balance  available  from  income  for  common 
dividends. 


Current  Earnings  Reports 

Operating  Companies 


8  (1126)  ELECTRICAL  WORLD  4-  APRIL  18,  1936 


J^ecent  J^ate  ^Itanaci 


Tennessee  Electric  Power  Company  has 
been  ordered  by  the  state  Railroad  and  Pub¬ 
lic  Utilities  Commission  to  reduce  its  rates 
on  electric  energy  supplied  residential  cus¬ 
tomers  over  its  entire  system  from  5  to  19 
per  cent.  These  reductions,  effective  on 
bills  rendered  May  1,  will  amount  to  $900,- 
000  per  year  at  the  end  of  three  years  as  a 
result  of  stimulated  energy  use.  J.  C.  Guild, 
president  of  the  utility,  said  that  “an  im¬ 
mediate  reduction  of  $120,000,  based  on  the 
consumption  of  electricity  right  now,”  would 
result.  He  also  added  that  when  the  new 
rates  go  into  effect  the  average  rates  for 
the  entire  country  would  be  50  per  cent 
higher  than  those  of  the  Tennessee  Electric 
Power  Company  and  “that  no  power  com¬ 
pany  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  will  have 
lower  residential  electric  rates”  than  those 
inaugurated  in  the  territory  served  by  his 
company.  The  reductions  will  affect  400 
cities  and  towns  served  by  the  company,  and 
approximately  102,000  customers,  approxi¬ 
mately  80  per  cent  of  whom  are  now  on  the 
“promotional”  rate. 

Rochester  Gas  &  Electric  Corpora¬ 
tion’s  tentative  offer  to  reduce  electric  rates 
$60,000  in  settlement  of  a  pending  proceed¬ 
ing  for  reduction  of  rates  has  been  refused 
by  the  New  York  Public  Service  Commis¬ 
sion.  Commissioner  Maurice  C.  Burritt  said 
in  an  opinion  that  evidence  before  the  com¬ 
mission  “would  seem  to  require  a  further 
reduction  in  electric  rates  of  at  least  $40,- 
000.”  He  recommended  that  the  commis¬ 
sion  “proceed  to  determine  finally,  the  orig¬ 
inal  cost  of  the  electric  and  steam  properties 
used  and  useful  in  rendering  service.”  The 
commission  approved  his  recommendation. 
As  a  result  of  negotiations  conducted  since 
the  beginning*  of  the  pending  rate  case  the 
company  has  made  a  reduction  in  residen¬ 
tial  rates  of  $339,000. 

Buffalo  General  Electric  Company 
has  filed  a  revision  of  electric  rates  with  the 
New  York  Public  Service  Commission  which 
applies  to  a  low-tension  commercial  and  in¬ 
dustrial  rate  that  became  effective  last  fall. 
The  new  revisions  reduce  the  differential 
between  this  low-tension  rate  and  the  high- 
tension  rate  with  a  possible  reduction  in 
the  number  of  primary  customers.  The  re¬ 
visions  will  reduce  the  energy  charge  for 
uses  in  excess  of  50.000  kw.-hr.  per  month 
and  this  reduction  will  be  from  7  mills  per 
kilowatt-hour  to  6  mills  per  kilowatt-hour. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  change  will  reduce 
six  customers  about  $.5,000  a  year,  but  it  is 
stated  that  new  business  in  sight  is  expected 
to  more  than  compensate  the  company  for 
this  loss. 

Illinois  Commerce  Commission  has  an¬ 
nounced  reductions  in  the  rates  charged  by 
three  electric  companies.  Municipalities  re¬ 
ceiving  reductions  from  the  Illinois  Northern 
Utilities  Company  include  Dixon,  Sterling, 
Freeport,  Belvidere  and  Mount  Morris  and 
from  the  Illinois  Power  &  Light  Corpora¬ 
tion,  Danville,  Granite  City,  Madison,  Na¬ 
tional  City,  Belleville,  Woodriver  and  Ed- 
waidsville.  The  Sherrard  Power  System 
operates  in  Rock  Island,  Mercer  and  Henry 
counties.  Reductions  of  the  Illinois  Power 
&  Light  Corporation  are  on  a  sliding  scale, 
with  municipalities  classified  as  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  customers  and  the  average  annual 
use  of  power  per  customer.  The  Sherrard 
company’s  annual  reduction  will  be  approx- 
imatHy  8i  per  cent. 


ViRciNiA  Public  Service  Company  has  re¬ 
duced  both  residential  and  commercial 
rates  $300,000  a  year.  The  new  schedules, 
effective  May  1,  will  affect  approximately 
78.000  users  of  power,  most  of  whom  reside 
in  northern  and  eastern  Virginia.  It  was 
pointed  out  by  the  Virginia  Corporation 
Commission  that  the  reductions  were  secured 
without  expensive  and  long-drawn-out  hear¬ 
ings.  The  cut  averages  about  7.6  per  cent. 
The  electric  rate  reduction  for  the  com¬ 
pany’s  4,330  customers  in  West  Virginia  has 
received  the  approval  of  the  West  Virginia 
Public  Service  Commission.  The  commis¬ 
sion  said  the  reduction,  effective  May  1, 
will  result  in  saving  approximately  $12,000 
for  consumers.  The  new  rates  start  at  $1  a 
month,  the  minimum  charge,  for  the  first  10 
kw.-hr.  and  graduate  to  2  cents  per  kilowatt- 
hour  for  all  over  200  kw.-hr. 

Torrincton  Electric  Light  Company 
has  submitted  revised  schedules  of  rates  for 
electric  service  to  the  Connecticut  Public 
Utilities  Commission.  The  new  schedules 
will  result  in  reductions  for  residential  cus¬ 
tomers  of  $19,400;  commercial,  $13,842;  in- 
ilustrial.  $7,544,  and  municipal  street  light¬ 
ing,  $1,000,  making  a  total  of  $41,786.  The 
commission  has  approved  the  new  schedule 
with  the  exception  of  that  for  municipal 
street  lighting,  which  is  to  be  revised  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  commission’s  approval. 


CEILINGS  AND  LIGHT 


General  Electric 


Something  new:  Arched  ceilings 
tested,  found  to  improve  lighting  in 
large  offices  or  schoolrooms  by 
Ward  Harrison,  head  of  General 
Electric’s  Nela  Park,  Cleveland,  en¬ 
gineering  department.  Mr.  Harri¬ 
son  uses  the  idea  in  his  own  office, 
pictured  here. 


New  York  State  Electric  &  (iAs  Cor¬ 
poration  has  filed  a  revision  of  electric 
rates  with  the  state  Public  Service  Com¬ 
mission  which  are  estimated  to  save  con¬ 
sumers  in  the  Plattsburg  district  of  the 
company  approximately  $25,000  annually. 
The  company  has  also  filed  revisions  of  the 
electric  rates  for  residential  and  general 
service  in  Lockport  and  the  towns  of  Lock- 
port,  Newfane  and  Pendleton  in  Niagara 
County.  These  changes  are  estimated  to 
save  consumers  about  $14,000  a  year  and 
the  commission  permitted  the  revised  rates 
to  be  put  into  effect  April  10  without  giving 
approval  or  disapproval. 

Wisconsin  Public  Service  Commission 
has  entered  into  an  agreement  with  major 
electric  utilities  in  Wisconsin  for  adoption 
of  improved  utility  property  records  as  a 
means  of  saving  time  and  money  in  future 
rate  investigations.  As  a  starting  point  the 
plan  requires  an  inventory  and  property  ap¬ 
praisal  by  the  commission,  but  the  work  will 
be  of  lasting  value,  the  regulatory  body  said, 
because  additions  to  property  will  be  re¬ 
corded  and  checked  as  they  are  made  with 
the  view  of  having  an  agreement  on  the  rate 
base  in  case  a  new  rate  investigation  is  made. 
Conferences  with  about  20  of  the  larger 
utilities  preceded  adoption  of  the  system. 

• 

Omaha  Citizens  Seek 
Reduction  in  Voltage 

There  has  been  an  undercurrent  of 
resentmept  in  Omaha  ever  since  Nebra¬ 
ska  Power  Company  raised  voltage  to 
120  from  115  (simultaneously  with  a 
rate  cut).  This  agitation  has  now  mani¬ 
fested  itself  in  a  demand  for  restoration 
of  the  old  voltage  on  the  claim  that  the 
new  has  necessitated  new  fuses  and 
tubes  for  radios  while  the  petitioners 
also  charge  that  appliances  have  been 
damaged. 

Milwaukee  Electric  Loses 
Suit  for  State  Tax  Refund 

Claims  that  Wisconsin  collected  $2,- 
000,000  too  much  in  taxes  from  Mil¬ 
waukee  Electric  Railway  &  Light  and 
its  subsidiary,  Wisconsin  Gas  &  Electric, 
have  met  a  deaf  ear  in  the  state  Supreme 
Court.  The  refund  was  asked  on  the 
contention  that  the  assessments  for 
1932  and  1933  were  $30,000,000  too 
high. 

Municipal  Jobs  Open 

Applications  f9r  the  positions  of  elec¬ 
trical  engineer  in  charge  of  the  munic¬ 
ipal  power  system,  mechanical  engineer 
for  the  light  plant  and  two  operators 
for  the  plant  are  being  received  by  N.  R. 
Durant,  town  clerk,  Summerside,  Prince 
Edward  Island. 

• 

Utility  Purchase  Approved 

Purchase  of  Milton  Electric  Company 
by  Wisconsin  Power  &  Light  Company 
and  placing  of  the  Milton  company’s 
assets  on  the  books  at  $34,285  have  been 
approved  by  the  Wisconsin  Public  Serv¬ 
ice  Commission. 
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Wisconsin  before  he  became  an  agricul¬ 
tural  specialist  in  the  soil  conservation 
service  of  the  federal  government.  Later 
as  an  agricultural  and  irrigation  engi¬ 
neer  with  the  Federal  Power  Commis¬ 
sion  he  prepared  a  comprehensive  re¬ 
port  on  rural  electrification  in  the 
United  States  which  included  a  potential 
analysis  of  the  rural  electrification  mar¬ 
ket.  For  the  past  three  months  Mr. 
Schaenzer  has  been  chief  of  electrical 
installations,  architectural  and  engineer¬ 
ing  planning  sections  of  the  Resettle¬ 
ment  Administration,  the  position  he 
leaves  to  assume  his  new  duties. 

►  H.  V.  Putman,  recently  transferred  to 
East  Pittsburgh.  Pa.,  as  manager  of  the 
switchgear  engineering  department  of 
the  Westinghouse  Electric  &  Manufac¬ 
turing  Company,  has  returned  to  Sharon, 
Pa.,  as  manager  of  the  transformer  engi¬ 
neering  department. 


J.  H.  Stribling  Receives 
New  Assignment  in  Richmond 

J.  H.  Stribling,  who  was  made  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  electric  department  for 
the  Richmond  district  of  the  Virginia 
Electric  &  Power  Company  (Electrical 
World,  March  28,  page  78),  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Virginia  Electric  or¬ 
ganization  for  more  than  three  decades, 
and  until  his  recent  appointment  had 


McGregor  Smith  Heads 
Louisiana  Power  &  Light 

McGregor  Smith,  vice-president  and 
general  manager  of  the  Louisiana  Power 
&  Light  Company  since  1929,  has  been 
elected  president  of  that  utility  to  suc¬ 
ceed  Harvey  C.  Couch,  resigned.  A 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Tennessee, 
Mr.  Smith  served  as  engineer  with  the 
Tennessee  Railroad  and  Public  Utilities 


Reynolds  New  President 
of  Columbia  Gas 

Edward  Reynolds,  Jr.,  who  was  re¬ 
cently  elected  president  of  the  Columbia 
Gas  &  Electric  Corporation  (Electrical 
World,  April  11,  page  66),  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  Harvard  University  in  1915. 
He  received  his  early  public  utility  ex¬ 
perience  with  Stone  &  Webster  in  Bos¬ 
ton.  severing  that  connection  at  the  out¬ 
break  of  the  World  War  to  enter  the 
U.  S.  Navy.  After  the  close  of  the  war 
he  spent  3^2  years  in  the  bond  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Guaranty  Trust  Company. 

It  was  in  the  fall  of  1922  that  Mr. 
Reynolds  joined  the  Columbia  system  as 


Commission  at  Nashville  from  1921  to 
1926.  He  then  became  manager  of  the 
South  New  Orleans  Light  &  Traction 
Company,  with  properties  located  along 
the  west  hank  of  the  Mississippi  River 
across  from  New  Orleans  proper. 

It  was  in  1928  that  he  became  identi¬ 
fied  with  Louisiana  Power  &  Light  as 
general  manager,  and  in  that  same  year 
he  was  elected  a  director.  In  the  spring 
of  1929  he  was  promoted  to  the  executive 
position  of  vice-president  and  general 
manager. 


been  superintendent  of  light  and  power 
since  1925. 

His  first  practical  experience  began 
when  he  accepted  a  place  as  assistant 
in  the  operation  of  the  electric  plant  at 
Clemson  College,  his  alma  mater.  Sub¬ 
sequently  he  had  charge  of  the  electric 
plant  at  the  Miller  School  in  Albemarle 
County,  Virginia,  and  later  he  did  some 
designing  work  on  the  electric  plant  at 
the  University  of  Virginia.  While  there 
an  offer  came  to  him  in  1900  from  the 
United  Railways  &  Electric  Company  in 
Baltimore,  and  after  three  years  of  dis¬ 
tribution  engineering  work  with  that 
company  he  joined  the  Virginia  Passen¬ 
ger  &  Power  Company,  a  predecessor  of 
Virginia  Electric  &  Power. 


►  W.  E.  Hawkinson  has  been  elected 
treasurer  of  the  .Vllis-Chalmers  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  t<*  succeed  the  late 
Raymond  Dill,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

►  C.  P.  Dexter  has  been  appointed  chief 
engineer  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Service  of  the  State  of  Washington,  suc¬ 
ceeding  James  W.  Carey,  who  has  been 
appointed  state  engineer  inspector  of 
P.W.A. 

►  J.  P.  Schaenzer  has  been  appointed 
assistant  director  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Relation  of  Electricity  to  Agricul¬ 
ture.  For  the  present  Mr.  Schaenzer 
will  be  located  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  but 
after  June  1  he  will  be  located  at  the 
committee’s  headquarters  in  Chicago. 
He  taught  vocational  agriculture  in 
South  Dakota  and  Wisconsin  high 
schools  and  was  project  director  of  rural 
electrification  work  at  the  University  of 


►  S.  Perry  Hull  of  Lawrenceville,  Ill- 
has  been  appointed  superintendent  of 
the  municipjri  electric  plant  at  Hunting- 
ton,  Ind.,  by  Mayor  C.  W.  H.  Bangs  to 
succeed  James  P.  Adkins,  dismissed  last 
month  by  the  Mayor  (Electrical  World, 
March  21,  page  9). 

►  J.  B.  Sw'ERiNG,  who  has  been  assistant 
chief  electrical  engineer  Hartford  Steam 
Boiler  Inspection  &  Insurance  Company, 
Hartford,  Conn.,  has  been  made  chief 
electrical  engineer.  After  a  brief  serv¬ 
ice  in  construction  and  maintenance 
work,  following  graduation  from  South 
Dakota  State  College  in  1909,  Mr.  Swer- 
ing  became  field  engineer  for  the  C.  W. 


treasurer  of  the  Columbia  Gas  &  Electric 
Company  and  six  years  later  he  was 
made  a  vice-president  of  the  corporation. 
Since  1930  he  has  been  executive  vice- 
president.  In  his  new  position  Mr.  Rey¬ 
nolds  will  continue  in  charge  of  the 
company’s  financial  affairs. 
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Roland  Company,  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  In 
1916  he  became  test  engineer  for  the 
^estinghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing 
Company,  East  Pittsburgh,  and  in  1922 
was  made  service  manager  in  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.  He  was  made  assistant  electrical  en¬ 
gineer  for  the  Hartford  Steam  Boiler  In- 
sjtection  &  Insurance  Company  in  1923. 


►  Charles  Edison  of  East  Orange,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Thomas  A.  Edison  Labora¬ 
tories,  Inc.,  and  Thomas  R.  Crumley, 
president  of  the  Jersey  Central  Power  & 
Light  Company,  have  been  appointed  by 
Governor  Hoffman  as  New  Jersey’s  dele¬ 
gates  to  the  third  plenary  World  Power 
Conference  at  Washington  next  Septem¬ 


ber. 

►  A.  J.  Beljavsky,  professor  of  elec¬ 
trical  engineering  of  the  Industrial 
College  in  Novocherkassk,  U.S.S.R.,  re¬ 
cently  has  received  two  honors.  First, 
the  electrotechnical  laboratory  of  his 
college  has  been  named  after  him.  Sec¬ 
ond,  the  Electrotechnical  Association  of 
Berlin,  Germany  (Elektrotechnische 
Verein),  has  made  him  the  recipient  of 
a  diploma  in  recognition  of  his  “prom¬ 
inent  services  in  the  field  of  alternating- 
current  engineering  and  especially  in  the 
field  of  alternating-current  rectifying,” 
and  has  designated  him  as  a  member- 
correspondent  of  the  association.  Mr. 
Beljavsky  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers. 

OBITUARY 


Herbert  W.  Drake 

Herbert  W.  Drake,  equipment  engi¬ 
neer  in  charge  of  research  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Company,  died  April  14  in  East  Orange, 
N.'J.,  of  heart  disease  following  a  week’s 
illness.  He  was  57  years  old.  Born  at 
Leeds,  England,  he  was  brought  to  this 
country  while  a  boy.  He  won  recogni¬ 
tion  as  one  of  the  outstanding  communi¬ 
cations  and  electrical  engineers  of  the 
country.  Starting  as  a  messenger  boy 
at  the  age  of  13,  he  rose  rapidly  to  posi¬ 
tions  as  telegrapher,  clerk  and  manager. 
He  joined  the  American  Telephone  & 
Telegraph  Company  in  1897  as  wire 
chief,  but  returned  to  the  telegraph  com¬ 
pany  in  1910,  when  A.  T.  &  T.  obtained 
control  of  Western  Union. 

In  addition  to  his  technical  work  with 
Western  Union,  Mr.  Drake  was  a  mem- 
her  of  the  board  of  examiners  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engi¬ 
neers  and  a  consultant  to  the  telephone 
and  telegraph  section  of  the  Association 
of  American  Railways. 


^Edward  A.  Quinn,  formerly  general 
super! litendent  of  the  San  Joaquin  Light 
&  Power  Corporation,  Fresno,  Calif., 


died  February  4.  Mr.  Quinn  entered 
the  public  utility  industry  in  1893  when 
he  became  associated  with  the  meter  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Chicago  (Ill.)  Edison 
Company.  One  year  later  he  went  to 
California  and  was  connected  succes¬ 
sively  with  the  Edison  Light  &  Power 
Company,  San  Francisco;  with  a  small 
water  works  and  generating  plant  at 
Santa  Clara  and  with  the  Standard  Elec¬ 
tric  Company  of  California.  In  1904  he 
joined  the  sales  department  of  the  West- 
inghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing 
Company,  San  Francisco,  but  three  years 
later  returned  to  the  utility  field  as  gen¬ 
eral  superintendent  of  the  Nevada-Cali- 
fornia  Power  Company  at  Goldfield, 
Nev.  He  resigned  from  that  position  in 


1909  to  become  sales  engineer  for  the 
Allis-Chalmers  Company,  San  Francis¬ 
co.  In  1914  Mr.  Quinn  was  appointed 
general  superintendent  of  the  San  Joa¬ 
quin  Light  &  Power  Corporation,  the 
position  he  retained  until  he  retired 
in  1934. 

►  Charles  W.  Register,  retired  official 
of  the  Westinghouse  Electric  &  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company,  died  April  5,  in  his 
seventy-sixth  year.  Mr.  Register  was  one 
of  the  pioneer  engineers  in  railway  elec¬ 
trification.  He  joined  the  Westinghouse 
company  in  1893  shortly  after  complet¬ 
ing  his  technical  education,  and  from 
that  time  until  his  retirement  in  1932  he 
was  associated  with  the  Chicago  office. 


Aiunlclpal  l^Laiti5 


Miami,  Fla. — City  commission  has  called 
in  Thomas  E.  Grady,  rate  consultant,  for  a 
discussion  of  the  effect  of  the  recent  report 
of  F.  M.  Hudson,  special  federal  court 
master,  who  recommended  dismissal  of  the 
Florida  Power  &  Light  Company’s  injunc¬ 
tion  suit  and  a  trial  of  the  rates  ordered  by 
the  city  in  an  ordinance  three  years  ago 
(Electrical  World,  April  8,  1933,  page 
440).  Commissioner  E.  G.  Sewell  suggested 
that  Charles  A.  Russell,  Washington  attorney 
and  special  counsel  for  the  city  in  the  rate 
case,  be  invited  to  Miami  immediately  to 
study  the  report  and  confer  with  local  coun¬ 
sel.  The  commission  took  no  action. 

CcEUR  d’Alene,  Idaho— City  has  joined 
with  P.W.A.  Administrator  Ickes  in  motion 
to  north  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  to  dis¬ 
miss  their  appeal  from  Federal  Judge  C.  C. 
Cavanah’s  decision  granting  the  Washington 
Water  Power  Company  permanent  injunc¬ 
tion  against  P.W.A.  making  loan  and  grant 
of  $650,000  for  municipal  power  plant.  City 
Attorney  W.  B.  McFarland  stated  that  Mr. 
Ickes  does  not  wish  the  Coeur  d’Alene  case 
to  reach  Supreme  Court  as  public  power 
test  case  on  the  constitutionality  of  P.W.A.. 
preferring  the  Greenwood,  S.  C.,  case.  Indi¬ 
cations  are  that  P.W.A.  authorities  will  fight 
vigorously  any  attempt  to  take  case  to  Su¬ 
preme  Court. 

Huntington,  Ind. — Plans  have  been  made 
to  ask  an  emergency  appropriation  for  street 
lighting  by  midsummer  or  early  fall.  Act¬ 
ing  on  a  recommendation  by  S.  Perry  Hull, 
new  light  superintendent,  the  city  Board  of 
Works  has  increased  the  ll-cent  street  light¬ 
ing  rate  to  4  cents  per  kilowatt-hour.  The 
electric  light  department  draws  its  revenues 
for  this  service  from  the  street  lighting  fund. 

Kansas  City,  Kan. — Construction  of  the 
first  units  of  the  $2,000,000  extension  to  the 
municipal  light  plant,  authorized  recently 
by  the  citizens’  advisory  committee,  has  been 
speeded  up  by  the  Board  of  Public  Utilities, 
which  instructed  James  D.  Donovan,  produc¬ 
tion  manager,  to  enter  into  a  contract  on 
behalf  of  the  board  with  Burns  &  McDon¬ 
nell,  consultant  engineers.  The  work  will 
increase  the  generating  capacity  of  the  plant 
77  per  cent.  Cost  will  be  paid  from  earn¬ 
ings.  It  is  estimated  that  two  years  will  be 
needed  to  complete  the  extension. 

Brownwood,  Tex.  —  Proposal  to  grant  a 
franchise  to  the  Brownwood  Public  Service 
Company  for  construction  and  operation  of 
an  electric  light  and  power  plant  was 


carried  by  a  three-to-one  majority  at  the 
recent  election.  Texas  Power  &  Light  Com¬ 
pany,  which  has  been  serving  the  city  for 
24  years,  obtained  an  injunction  against  the 
new  project  more  than  a  year  ago.  This  ob¬ 
stacle  has  been  removed  and  construction  of 
the  plant  will  be  started  immediately. 

Edcerton,  Wis. — Wisconsin  Public  Serv¬ 
ice  Commission,  in  a  final  order  April  1,  set 
a  price  of  $95,()(X)  on  the  electric  plant  of 
the  Wisconsin  Power  &  Light  Company.  The 
city  has  four  months  to  complete  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  the  utility.  Unless  court  appeal  is 
taken  by  the  company,  the  order  of  the  com¬ 
mission  becomes  final.  The  commission  had 
previously  set  a  price  of  $90,000,  but,  fol¬ 
lowing  rehearings,  $5,000  was  added  to  cover 
property  which  the  city  and  company  agreed 
should  also  be  taken  by  the  city  in  establish¬ 
ing  a  municipal  plant. 

New  Ulm,  Minn. — Substantial  reduction 
in  the  rates  for  electric  energy  are  in  effect 
as  a  result  of  recent  action  by  City  Coun¬ 
cil.  The  new  rates  cover  residential  and 
commercial  business  and  it  is  estimated  that 
they  will  mean  a  saving  of  $12,000  to  the 
people  of  the  city  within  the  next  year. 

Cleveland,  Ohio — Municipal  light  plant 
reports  net  income  for  1935  of  $135,411,  a 
decrease  of  $67,380  from  1934  and  a  de¬ 
crease  of  approximately  $135,000  from  1933. 
Loss  of  profit  was  blamed  in  the  report  on 
salary  increases  and  the  creation  of  addi¬ 
tional  jobs.  The  pay  increases  totaled 
$40.0(X)  and  additional  jobs  $50,000.  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  report.  Although  the  plant  lost 
two  of  its  largest  industrial  consumers  in 
December,  it  showed  a  3  per  cent  increase 
in  the  number  of  large  industrial  consumers, 
a  large  increase  of  residential  consumers, 
and  an  increase  of  4  per  cent  in  the  number 
of  small  industrial  consumers. 

Murfreesboro,  Tenn.  —  City  Council 
passed  a  resolution  by  a  vote  of  three  to 
two  against  holding  a  referendum  to  de¬ 
cide  whether  city  will  take  T.V.A.  energy 
within  the  next  30  days.  This  action  was 
taken  to  avoid  making  it  a  political  issue 
in  the  city  election  to  be  held  this  month. 
However,  the  Council  proposed  to  hire  an 
engineer  to  make  a  survey  of  the  city’s  elec¬ 
trical  needs. 

Clarksville,  Tenn. — An  electrical  engi- 
need  will  be  engaged  shortly  to  make  a  sur¬ 
vey  to  determine  the  cost  of  city’s  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  an  electrical  distributing  system  to 
handle  T.V.A.  power. 
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Vacations  with  pay  and  plans  for  a 
$500,000  Christmas  bonus  for  its  10,000 
employees  were  announced  last  week  by 
Allis  •  Chalmers  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany.  At  the  same  time  Max  Babb, 
president,  said  that  the  5  per  cent  salary 
reduction  would  be  restored  for  most 
employees,  in  its  entirety  for  all  those  in 
the  lower  brackets. 


Ickes  Charges  Collusion 


Vacations  With  Pay 
for  Allis-Chalmers 


When  the  government  sought  bids  for 
insulated  cable  for  Boulder  Dam  it  got 
tenders  from  “as  far  apart  as  Los  An¬ 
geles,  Butte,  Denver  and  Boston” — and 
all  of  them  “identical” — according  to 


Acme 

Norris,  the  one  dam  in  the  T.V.A.  family  which  has  no  navigation  function, 
will  store  up  water  for  flood  control,  and  the  potential  power,  as  this  stored 
water  goes  through  the  gates,  will  be  utilized  in  the  power  house  pictured 
here.  Workmen  are  shown  installing  a  generator  rotor  at  Norris. 


N.  Y.  City  Schools 
Test  Better  Lights 


Secretary  of  the  Interior  Harold  L.  Ickes. 
**Prima  facie  evidence  of  collusion,”  de¬ 
clared  the  Secretary. 

Oil  Burner  Shipments 
Higher  in  February 

More  oil-burners  of  the  domestic  type 
were  shipped  by  manufacturers  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  than  in  January — 5,452  with  me¬ 
chanical  draft  and  35  with  natural, 
against  5,369  and  88,  respectively.  New 
orders  of  the  former  totaled  5,659, 
against  5,348.  Shipments  within  the 
United  States  in  the  mechanical  draft 
group  were  5,278  in  February,  against 
5,248  in  January,  the  increase  over  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1935,  being  68  per  cent  and  over 
the  same  month  in  1934,  161  per  cent. 

Total  shipments  of  all  types  were 
7,095  in  February,  compared  with  7,436 
in  January,  4,610  in  February,  1935,  and 
3,023  in  February,  1934.  The  figures 
are  based  on  data  supplied  to  the  Bu¬ 
reau  of  the  Census  by  152  identical  man¬ 
ufacturers. 


Rural  Department 
for  Westinghouse 

Plans  for  an  extensive  rural  electri¬ 
fication  service  are  announced  by  West¬ 
inghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing  with 
the  formation  of  a  new  department 
headed  by  G.  A.  Sawin.  Services  of  the 
department  will  be  available  to  any 
central  station,  municipal  plant  or  rural 
co-operative  interested,  the  company 
states.  The  head  of  the  new  depart¬ 
ment,  who  had  gained  a  broad  experi¬ 
ence  in  engineering,  manufacturing  and 
public  utility  operation  before  he  joined 
Westinghouse  in  1920,  will  be  assisted 
by  B.  P.  Hess  and  R.  L.  Pleak.  Mr. 
Hess,  after  working  as  a  county  farm 
agent,  studied  electrical  engineering 
and  went  with  Westinghouse  as  a  spe¬ 
cialist  in  rural  electrification.  He  will 
be  in  charge  of  the  eastern  and  south¬ 
eastern  territories,  with  headquarters  in 
East  Pittsburgh.  Mr.  Pleak,  for  fifteen 
years  a  scientific  farmer  and  consultant 
in  Purdue  University  experimental  work. 


“INCIDENTAL”  POWER  AT  NORRIS  DAM 


Another  milestone  has  been  passed  in 
the  Better  Light-Better  Sight  movement 
with  the  announcement  that  the  New 
York  schools  will  undertake  experimen¬ 
tal  lighting  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Illuminating  Engineering  Society.  Com¬ 
missioner  Ellsworth  B.  Buck  states  that 
new  types  of  lighting  and  white  paint 
are  to  be  tried  out  in  classrooms  and 
shops  of  six  of  the  city’s  public  school 
buildings. 

The  campaign  is  launched  with  the 
statement  of  Prof.  Hugh  Grant  Rowell 
of  Columbia  University’s  Teachers’  Col¬ 
lege  that  90  per  cent  of  the  classrooms 
of  the  country  are  improperly  lighted. 
He  stresses  the  disparity  in  the  amount 
of  light  on  the  desk  of  each  pupil,  de¬ 
pending  on  its  position  in  the  room,  the 
time  of  day  and  other  similar  factors. 


Sodium  Lighting  Tests 
on  Residential  Streets 


Motor  accidents  on  those  quiet  resi¬ 
dential  streets — streets  where  nothing 
ever  happens  at  night — will  come  in  for 
serious  study  in  Rochester  shortly  as  a 
result  of  the  latest  installation  of  sodium 
lights  in  the  United  States  to  date.  This 
installation  is  110  “golden  light”  Gen¬ 
eral  Electric  luminaires  on  a  4-mile 
stretch  of  Summerville  Boulevard  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  city.  Heretofore  the  so¬ 
dium-type  light  has  been  tried  largely  in 
highway  lighting. 
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has  been  with  Westinghouse  since  1917 
and  will  handle  the  western  territory, 
with  headquarters  in  Chicago. 

’'^Employee  Tips” 
Urged  on  Stores 

Employees  of  many  department  stores 
in  the  near  future  will  be  asked  to  give 
^ales  executives  tips  on  electrical  appli¬ 
ance  customers.  This — a  familiar  sales 
feature  with  many  of  the  public  utilities 
which  sell  appliances — is  the  campaign 
-nggested  to  these  stores  by  the  General 
Electric  Company. 

Known  as  the  “prospect-finding”  cam¬ 
paign,  the  plan  proposes  that  all  em¬ 
ployees  participate  in  a  drive  for  sales, 
the  refrigerator  being  the  particular  ob¬ 
jective.  Every  one — clerks,  delivery 
men,  warehouse  workmen  and  others — 
is  expected  to  turn  in  the  names  of 
friends,  acquaintances  or  chance  con¬ 
tacts  who  are  in  the  market  for  refriger¬ 
ators  or  other  appliances.  The  plan  is 
backed  by  window  displays  and  special 
promotion. 

• 

Hotpoint  Declares 
“Now  Is  the  Time” 

“Present  prices  of  electric  ranges  are 
no  handicap  to  their  volume  sale,”  as¬ 
serts  the  Edison  General  Electric  Ap¬ 
pliance  Company,  and  points  confidently 
in  proof  of  the  statement  to  its  new 
Dorian  model,  listing  at  $78.50.  This  as¬ 
sertion,  with  many  other  evidences  that 
the  range,  given  reasonable  sales  atten¬ 
tion  by  dealers  and  utilities,  can  now 
invade  the  mass  market  on  a  wide  front, 
appears  in  the  most  recent  Hotpoint 
promotion  piece. 


Chicago  Reports  Gain 
in  Air  Conditioning 

Contracts  for  air-conditioning  installa¬ 
tions  in  the  Chicago  area  totaled  59 
with  3,2%  hp.  for  the  first  quarter  of 
this  year,  compared  to  48  with  1,845  hp. 
in  the  like  1935  period,  according  to  a 
compilation  just  made  public  by  the 
Commonwealth  Edison  Company.  March 
contributed  20  of  these  new  contracts. 


New  York  Metal  Prices 
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totaling  1,463  hp.,  compared  with  four¬ 
teen  and  398  hp.  in  the  same  month  last 
year. 

G.  E.  Pensions  $2,589,053 

Pension  payments  to  3,290  retired 
General  Electric  employees  last  year 
totaled  $2,589,053,  bringing  the  total 
since  the  fund  was  established  in  1912  to 
$15,630,719, 


More  Records  in  Georgia 

Georgia  Power  Company  takes  par¬ 
donable  pride  in  Electrical  World's 
mention  as  first  in  refrigerator  sales  in 
1935,  second  in  total  electric  appliance 
sales,  etc.,  and  announces  that  appliance 
sales  for  March  totaled  about  $242,000. 
For  the  three  months  to  March  31  they 
were  $457,245,  against  a  quota  of 
$2%,935. 


Field  Reports  on  Business 

Reports  to  Electrical  World  from  observers  in  the  field  indicate  that 
the  rebound  in  business  after  the  recent  floods  was  anything  but  tempo¬ 
rary.  Replacement  and  repair  demand  could  hardly  explain  new  high 
levels  since  1930  in  almost  all  branches  of  business  and,  at  the  same  time, 
the  most  satisfactory  Easter  trade  since  the  boom  years.  The  only  clouds 
on  the  business  fwrizon  still  hang  over  W  ashington. 


NEW  ENGLAND 


NEW  YORK 


Orders  for  electrical  equipment  received 
in  this  district  during  the  past  week  indi¬ 
cate  that  the  trend  maintained  during  the 
first  quarter  is  still  holding  up  well,  though 
emergency  materials  as  the  result  of  the 
flood  are  not  so  active.  Small  motor  sales 
are  good,  due  in  part  to  considerable  activ¬ 
ity  among  machine  and  tool  manufacturers. 
Small  switch  and  control  supplies  are  mov¬ 
ing  well  and  wire  and  cable  sales  are  strong. 
In  Springfield,  Mass.,  orders  for  more  than 
90,000  ft.  of  network  cable  were  recently 
placed.  Heavy  line  materials  are  beginning 
to  attract  attention  with  the  opening  up  of 
outlying  districts  for  communication;  one 
well-known  jobber  reports  steady  and  grow¬ 
ing  demands  for  poles,  crossarms  and  line 
hardware. 

Electrical  supplies  for  air  conditioning  are 
selling  in  small  lots  for  rather  numerous  resi¬ 
dential  projects  and  installations  of  oil¬ 
burning  equipment  are  increasing.  One 
prominent  manufacturer  of  arc-welding  units 
records  an  encouraging  volume  of  inquiries, 
particularly  for  200-amp.  units,  and  an  order 
recently  closed  for  a  350-amp.  machine. 

Merchandising  is  spotty.  Electric  refrig¬ 
erators  continue  to  lead  in  popularity  and 
the  second  quarter  looks  promising.  Build¬ 
ing  is  the  best  in  four  years  with  contracts 
last  week  over  $5,000,000,  or  more  than 
double  those  of  last  year. 

CHICAGO 

Business  lengthened  its  stride  during  the 
first  full  week  of  the  second  quarter.  Be¬ 
cause  of  abnormally  dark  weather,  electrical 
output  in  this  area  advanced  contrary  to  the 
usual  seasonal  trend.  Retail  trade  was  the 
best  since  1929,  10  to  40  per  cent  higher 
than  a  year  ago.  The  demand  for  house¬ 
hold  appliances  was  unusually  good.  The 
pickup  in  the  backward  heavy  machinery 
industry  is  further  evidence  of  improvement 
in  the  business  picture. 

Building  in  the  suburban  area  during 
March  showed  a  gain  of  156  per  cent  over 
a  year  ago  and  was  greater  than  any  month 
since  July,  1931.  Construction  started  on  a 
new  theater  which  will  be  featured  by  excep¬ 
tional  lighting  treatment.  Alterations  of  an 
entire  floor  of  the  Merchandise  Mart  to 
house  the  lamp  manufacturers  is  under  way. 

Commonwealth  Edison  reports  59  new  air- 
conditioning  installations  in  Chicago  dur¬ 
ing  the  first  quarter  as  compared  with  48  in 
the  same  period  of  1935. 


Gratifying  Easter  retail  sales,  a  further 
substantial  rise  in  electric  energy  output, 
big  gains  in  residential  building,  expansion 
in  motor  car  sales,  with  some  manufacturers’ 
operations  at  capacity,  and  another  new  high 
in  steel  operations  (above  67  per  cent,  best 
since  1930)'  emphasize  the  scope  of  the 
spring  business  upturn,  which  is  steadily  be¬ 
coming  more  pronounced. 

F.  W.  Dodge’s  first  quarter  building  figures 
are  of  particular  interest.  March  ran  about 
40  per  cent  ahead  of  February,  with  ail 
major  districts  showing  gains,  and  the  three 
months’  total  rose  to  $545,871,300,  against 
$297,761,500  for  the  1935  quarter.  Residen¬ 
tial  building  was  up  75  per  cent  to  $123,- 
885,600. 

Business  seems  surprisingly  aloof  to  the 
Washington  situation,  despite  tax  and  basing- 
point  bills  to  which  industry  generally  is 
opposed.  The  election  year  tumult  likewise 
creates  little  stir, 

PACIFIC  COAST 

Mid-April  reports  show  steady,  though 
slow,  acceleration  of  business  and  all  factors 
appear  favorable  except  for  the  threatened 
dock  strikes.  A  crisis  in  the  waterfront 
labor  situation  is  near,  with  the  possibility 
of  a  general  trade  interruption  like  that  in 
1934. 

Employment  has  increased  about  12  per 
cent  over  last  year  and  payrolls  about  20 
per  cent.  An  early  canning  season  will  make 
more  jobs.  All  lumber  districts  report  brisk 
business  in  appliances,  refrigerators  and 
small  wiring  jobs.  Appliance  campaign  crews 
are  preparing  to  cover  county  fairs  opening 
in  May  and  particular  attention  is  being 
paid  to  ironers,  although  refrigerators  are 
still  outselling  all  other  major  appliances. 

Farming  districts  are  producing  sales  of 
soil-heating  cable  and  brooding  equipment. 
Lighting  business  is  good  everywhere,  though 
well  past  its  normal  season,  and  the  safety 
campaign  now  stresses  higher  intensities  in 
parking  areas,  underpasses  and  new  bridges. 
The  largest  department  store  in  the  Bay  dis¬ 
trict  is  installing  200  sodium-vapor  units  of 
the  highest  rating,  besides  new  electric  esca¬ 
lators  and  cooking  equipment. 

Jobbers  report  excellent  miscellaneous 
orders  from  utilities  and  contractors.  Copper 
prices  are  higher  and  the  entire  market  is 
steadier  after  a  flurry  in  standard  porcelains 
last  week. 
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Virginia  Project 
Faces  Opposition 

A  P.W.A.  power  project  which  osten¬ 
sibly  already  was  “in  the  bag”  will  be  in 
question  when  voters  of  Danville,  Va., 
go  to  the  polls  to  elect  members  of  the 
City  Council.  The  reason  is  that  three 
opponents  to  the  Pinnacles  project  in 
Patrick  County  have  filed — T.  S.  Wil¬ 
liamson,  P.  F.  Conway  and  C.  W.  Pick- 
ette.  Another  opponent,  E.  B.  Meade,  is 
up  for  re-election.  Four  seats  are  to  be 
filled,  and  Landon  Wyatt,  Hamilton 
V'ass  and  C.  B.  Clements  are  seeking  re- 
election  as  proponents  of  the  project. 

The  $2,750,000  development  has  barely 
got  under  way  and  many  contracts  will 
still  have  to  be  approved  by  the  new 
Councilmen. 

• 

Bigelow  Modifies  Plan 
for  Cincinnati  Plant 

Rampant  public-ownership  Council¬ 
man  Herbert  S.  Bigelow  of  Cincinnati 
seems  to  have  modified  his  election 
pledge  of  T.V.A.  or  municipal  power 
if  he  couldn’t  get  a  rate  slash  from  Cin¬ 
cinnati  Gas  &  Electric.  He  forced  the 
city  Council  to  name  him  as  head  of  the 
utilities  committee  so  he  could  carry  out 
his  program  (Electrical  World,  Janu¬ 
ary  18,  page  44),  but  all  he  is  asking 
now  is  a  municipal  plant  to  light  streets, 
parks  and  public  buildings. 

He  has  asked  City  Solicitor  John  D. 
Ellis  to  draft  an  ordinance  calling  for  an 
expert  engineer  to  investigate  and  re¬ 
port  the  best  plan;  also  the  cost  of  such 
a  project. 

• 

“Free”  Service  Lands 
ex-Customer  in  Jail 

The  residence  of  A.  T.  Holmes,  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  was  disconnected  in  April, 
1933,  by  the  Louisville  Gas  &  Electric 
Company,  but  last  December  he  was 
haled  into  court  when  it  wa^  discovered 
that  he  still  was  using  electric  lights 
and  a  radio.  A  “jumper”  on  the  meter 
loop  was  the  answer,  the  company 
charged.  A  $50  fine  and  six  months  in 
jail  was  the  verdict,  but  the  jail  term 
will  be  suspended  if  the  utility  is  paid 
$138.50. 

Oklahoma  Gas  &  Electric 
Buys  $350,000  System 

Purchase  of  the  Western  Light  & 
Power  Corporation  for  $350,000  is  an¬ 
nounced  by  J.  F.  Owens,  president  of 
Oklahoma  Gas  &  Electric  Company. 
The  Oklahoma  company  will  improve 
the  distribution  lines  and  complete  the 
Woodward  plant  of  Western  Light,  Mr. 
Owens  stated. 


NEWPORT,  VT. — Newport  Electric  Light 
Company  has  completed  plans  for  new  hy¬ 
droelectric  power  plant,  including  penstock 
and  other  structures,  and  will  begin  work  on 
project  early  in  May.  Cost  reported  over 
$100,000.  Charles  T.  Main,  Inc.,  201  Dev¬ 
onshire  Street,  Boston,  Mass.,  is  consulting 
engineer. 

COLUMBUS,  GA. — Georgia  Power  Com¬ 
pany,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  will  build  new  transmis¬ 
sion  lines  from  power  station  at  Bartlett’s 
Ferry  to  Columbus,  where  present  power 
substation  will  be  enlarged,  with  installa¬ 
tion  of  transformers,  switchgear  and  other 
equipment  to  increase  present  rating  over 
50  per  cent.  New  switching  station  equip¬ 
ment  will  be  installed  at  Bartlett’s  Ferry,  as 
well  as  at  Goat  Island. 

GREENVILLE,  OHIO  —  Nestle’s  Milk 
Products,  Inc.,  155  East  Forty-fourth  Street, 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  plans  installation  of  mo¬ 
tors  and  controls,  conveyors  and  other  equip¬ 
ment  in  new  plant  on  10-acre  tract  of  land 
at  Greenville.  Cost  close  to  $250,000. 

CORNING,  IOWA  —  Corning  Municipal 
Utilities  Company  plans  new  transmission 
and  distributing  lines  for  rural  electrifica¬ 
tion  in  Adams  County,  totaling  about  100 
miles,  with  power  substation  and  service 
facilities.  Cost  $120,000.  Financing  has 
been  arranged  through  Federal  aid. 

SANGER,  CALIF. — San  Joaquin  Light  & 
Power  Corporation,  Fresno,  Calif.,  has  ap¬ 
proved  plans  for  extensions  in  power  sub¬ 
station  on  McCall  Avenue,  Sanger,  with  in¬ 
stallation  of  additional  equipment,  and  will 
proceed  with  work  at  early  date.  Cost  over 
$125,000,  with  transformers,  oil  circuit 
breakers  and  other  equipment. 

ST.  CLOUD,  MINN.— Has  secured  fund 
of  $140,000  through  Federal  aid  for  new 
municipal  hydroelectric  power  plant,  and 
Diesel  engine-generating  standby  station. 
Proposed  to  begin  work  soon.  Burns  & 
McDonnell  Engineering  Company,  107  West 
Linwood  Boulevard,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  is 
consulting  engineer. 

JACKSONVILLE,  FLA.  — Glidden  Com¬ 
pany,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  manufacturer  of 
paints,  oils,  etc.,  plans  installation  of  motors 
and  controls,  conveyors,  electric  hoists  and 
other  equipment,  including  electric  travel¬ 
ing  crane,  in  new  addition  to  rosin  plant  at 
Jacksonville.  Cost  over  $100,000. 

ELYRIA,  OHIO  — Ohio  Public  Service 
Company,  Cleveland,  plans  extensions  in 
transmission  lines  in  Lorain  County,  vicinity 
of  Elyria.  Permission  has  been  secured. 

HAWARDEN,  IOWA — Plans  transmission 
and  distributing  lines  in  part  of  Sioux 
County  for  rural  electrification,  totaling 
about  125  miles,  with  service  facilities. 
Power  supply  will  be  secured  from  city- 
owned  station.  Fund  of  $127,500  has  been 
secured  through  Federal  aid. 

BATAVIA,  ILL.  —  Campana  Corporation 
plans  installation  of  motors  and  controls, 
conveyors,  etc.,  in  new  three-story  plant  for 
cosmetic  manufacture,  for  which  bids  will 
be  asked  on  general  contract  before  close 
of  April.  Cost  about  $500,000.  Frank  D. 
Chase,  Inc.,  307  North  Michigan  Avenue, 
Chicago.  Ill.,  is  architect  and  engineer. 

COLliMBIA,  S.  C. — State  Rural  Electrifi¬ 
cation  Authority.  1539  Main  Street,  Colum¬ 
bia.  receives  bids  until  April  27  for  ma¬ 
terials.  equipment,  appliances  and  construc¬ 
tion  of  about  150  miles  of  single  phase  power 
lines  for  rural  electrification  in  vicinity  of 
Spartanburg.  Sumter,  Lexington.  Aiken, 
.\nderson  and  other  parts  of  State,  compris¬ 


ing  a  section  of  State  Electrification  Project 
No.  1. 

HASTINGS,  NEB.  —  Central  Nebraska 
Public  Power  &  Irrigation  District,  Stitt 
Building,  Hastings,  plans  new  high-tension 
transmission  line  from  Hastings  to  Lincoln, 
Neb.,  about  110  miles,  with  power  substation 
and  switching  stations.  Application  has 
been  made  for  permission.  George  E.  John¬ 
son  is  chief  engineer  and  general  manager. 

ENDICOTT,  N.  Y.  —  Endicott  Johnson 
Corporation  plans  installation  of  motors,  con¬ 
trols,  conveyors  and  other  equinment  in  new 
multi-story  addition  to  shoe  manufacturing 
plant  at  Johnson  City,  near  Endicott,  total¬ 
ing  50,000  square  feet  floor  space.  Cost 
close  to  $175,000. 

WELLINGTON,  OHIO  —  Lorain-Medina, 
Rural  Electric  Co-Operative,  Inc.,  Holland- 
Pratt  Building,  takes  bids  at  once  for  trans¬ 
mission  and  distributing  lines  in  parts  of 
Lorain  and  Medina  Counties  for  rural  elec¬ 
trification,  totaling  370  miles,  recently  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  these  columns.  Appropriation 
of  $232,700,  through  Federal  aid,  previously 
noted,  has  been  increased  to  $534,000  for 
project.  Power  service  will  be  secured  from 
city-owned  power  plant  at  Oberlin,  Ohio. 
Ohio  Farm  Bureau  Rural  Electrification  Co- 
Operative,  Inc.,  620  East  Broad  Street,  Co¬ 
lumbus,  Ohio,  is  active  in  project. 

ESCANABA,  MICH.  —  Escanaba  Paper 
Company  has  approved  plans  for  extensions 
and  improvements  in  power  plant,  including 
installation  of  new  1850-kw.  turbo-generator 
unit  with  accessories,  high-pressure  boiler 
and  auxiliary  equipment.  Cost  about  $150,- 
000.  tapper  Michigan  Power  &  Light  Com¬ 
pany,  Escanaba,  is  interested  in  project. 

WOODWARD,  OKLA.— Oklahoma  Gas  & 
Electric  Company,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.. 
has  acquired  municipal  electric  power  plant 
at  Woodward,  including  distributing  system, 
and  plans  to  extend  lines  for  central  station 
service  to  this  district  in  future.  Transmis¬ 
sion  lines  between  Gibbon.  Okla.,  and  An¬ 
thony,  Kan.,  and  from  Renfro,  Okla.,  to 
Caldwell,  Kan.,  have  also  been  secured,  and 
will  be  consolidated  with  company  system, 
with  extension  of  transmission  lines  for  con¬ 
nection.  Transmission  line  from  Capron, 
Okla.,  to  Kiowa.  Kan.,  likewise  will  be  taken 
over. 

SUMTER.  S.  C. — Williams  Furniture  Cor¬ 
poration  plans  installation  of  motors  and 
controls,  conveyors  and  other  equipment  in 
connection  with  proposed  rebuilding  of  plant, 
recently  destroyed  by  fire.  Loss  $200,000. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C..— Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks.  Navy  Department,  Washington, 
receives  bids  until  June  3  for  motor-driven 
pumping  machinery  and  auxiliary  equip¬ 
ment,  and  new  electric  transmission  line, 
station  apparatus,  etc.,  for  new  water  supply 
system  at  Naval  Reservation.  Aiea.  Oahu. 
T.  H.  (Snecifications  8139). 

THOROLD.  ONT. — -Ontario  Paper  Com¬ 
pany.  Thorold.  plans  hydroelectric  generat¬ 
ing  plant  on  St.  Lawrence  River,  about  200 
miles  north  of  Ouebec.  Quc.,  with  initial 
capacity  of  60  000-horsepower.  Company 
has  acquired  a  large  tract  of  land  at  loca¬ 
tion  noted,  and  has  plans  nearing  completion 
for  new  naoer  mill  at  that  place,  with  ca¬ 
pacity  of  300  tons  of  newsprint  daily.  Mill 
installation  will  include  outdoor  power  sub¬ 
station.  with  connection  transmission  line  to 
generating  plant ;  heavy-duty  motors  and 
controls,  conveyors,  regulators,  electric 
hoists,  etc.  ^  townsite  will  be  built.  Cost 
about  $7,500,000. 
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